The triad of hemochromatosis, hepatoma and erythrocytosis.
The triad of hemochromatosis, hepatoma and erythrocytosis is a rare combination. Hemochromatosis is often not recognized until the patient presents with the symptoms of hepatocellular carcinoma and erythrocytosis, and the development of erythrocytosis is an important clue to the under-lying hepatoma. The high serum iron concentration and the high saturation of the iron-binding protein, as well as the typical bone marrow hemosiderin pattern, are important aids in the recognition of hemochromatosis. To date, all patients with this triad have been elderly males. The clinical course is usually one of rapid deterioration and death. The seven previously reported cases have been reviewed and the relationship of the erythrocytosis to the increased production of erythropoietin is discussed.